DRAFT
[Date]
Dear [ELECTED OFFICIAL],

I am writing to urge you to support the establishment of a Lehigh Valley Health Department that will serve communities across Lehigh and Northampton Counties. 

Currently, more than 400,000 residents of the Lehigh Valley--over two thirds of our region’s population--do not have access to basic, life-saving public health services. A regional health department will change this by providing all Lehigh Valley residents with essential services, such as restaurant inspections, immunizations, cancer prevention services, and education that promotes nutrition and physical activity. Public health services translate into better overall community and individual health, with a decrease of health risks like communicable disease, food-borne illness and environmental contamination. 

While these are challenging times for local budgets, the establishment of a Lehigh Valley Health Department will actually allow the region to draw on $3.4 million in additional state funds, money that the Lehigh Valley is currently leaving behind in Harrisburg. Through greater coordination of preventative services, the Lehigh Valley Health Department will allow for more efficient use of public dollars--meaning more savings and resources for the entire region. 

Ensuring the health and safety of Lehigh Valley’s residents and workers is a core function of local government. I ask you to make this a high priority by voting in support of the Lehigh Valley Health Department. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Name

Address

Address

Phone Number
